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FOREWORD 

The Third Meeting of the Italian Liquid Crystals Society (SICL) was held from 
May 28” to 30th at Hotel La Torre in Mondello, a beautiful town on the sea near 
Palermo, the main city of Sicily. 

About one hundred people participated in the meeting, which was organized in 
invited lectures and poster sessions, with the aim of presenting the wide spectrum 
of activities carried on in this field in Italy, from the synthesis of new low mass and 
polymeric liquid crystals to the study of both structural and macroscopic properties 
of these materials. The aim of these proceedings is to provide a sample of the 
research presented on the chemistry and physics of liquid crystalline materials. The 
papers presented at this meeting were refereed according to the standard procedure 
for this journal. 

We would like to acknowledge the support of all the sponsors, which made this 
meeting possible: 

- Central Administration of Universita di Palermo 
- Dipartimento di Ingegneria Chimica dei Processi e dei Materiali 
- Universita di Palermo 
- Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche (CNR), Comitato Chimico 
- Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche (CNR), Progetto Finalizzato MSTA 2 
- Comune di Palermo, Assessorato alla Cultura 
- Azienda Autonoma Provinciale di Palermo per I’Incremento Turistico 
- Gordon and Breach Science Publishers 
- Societa Italiana dei Cristalli Liquidi (SICL) 

Francesco P. La Mantia 
Francesco Simoni 

Guest Editors 
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